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U5, BACKING RAIDS
AGAINST NIGARAGUA'

But Officials Insist Their Scope

Is Limited and Not Aimed
at Toppling Sandinists

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov. 1 — The United
States is supporting small-scale clan-
destine military operations against
Nicaragua intended to barass baut not to
overthrvw the Nicaraguan Govem-

TheafbmalsdmledareponmNews
mkmgnmethattbeCenu-allmelh
covert

gence AgenCy was trying by

means to topple the jeftist Government
in Managua.

A senior national security official in-
sisted that the scope of clandestine
operations was limited to -hit-and-nun
raids into Nicaragus by small paramili-
tary units based in Hooduras, skirmi-
shes with Nicaraguan troops along the
Bonduran border, and financial support
for political opponents of the Sandinist
Government.

The official said that no Americans
were directly involved in the
tary operations, bmadmawledgedthat
the C.IA. was providing mooey and
military ent to the umits. He
added that Americans were also belp-
ing to train the anti-Sandinist forces,
which are made up primarily of Nicara-
guan refugees.
Within Limits of Plan

The official contended that the mili-
tary and financial aid fell within the
limits of an overall plan for covert
operations in Central America ap-
proved by President Reagan almost &
year ago.

The plan, parts of which were dis-
closed in press accounts earlier this

!advisers and after the United States

d:ct Cuban supply lin

neighboring El Salvador and financial

snpport for moderate litical and busi.
ons and leaders in Nicara-
gus, according to Administration offi-'

“Wemnotwagmgaseaetwa.r or
.approaching that,” a senior

official said. ‘‘What we are
xsn'yingtokeepManaguaoﬂbaJ-

to stop provid-

ing:mhtary mthemsurgmtsinﬂ

Admhnmﬂon officiais ructed
1o assertions in Newsweek that

the covert operations were “‘out of con-
trol” and that an expansion of the ac-
tivities had been ‘“‘improvised’ by the’
American Ambassador in Honduras,
John D. Negroponte. . '
Cleered With Washington - |
*“Negropante, as the chief of mission,

first,” a senior intelligence official said.
Sorne Administration officials have
advocated & more ambitious effort
ageinst the Sandinist Government,
which seized power in 1879 after over-
throwtngtheGmmemotGm.Ams-
' tasio Somoza Debayie,
Bm Mr. Reagan and other top offi-
cials reportedly rejected thetheuyse of
gruwrtoxu;m-ﬂ because con-
pamth.lly 'aerpmd\x:ﬂve

mmnAmﬂimpohcy, partly
because intelligence officials said that
the C.I.A. did not have adequate re-
sources to undertake a major paramili-
tary operation.

The result, some Administration offi-
cials said, was 2 limited covert opera-
nan,dea@edwstmgbmnotmmpau-
tate the Sandinists.

were to have been primarily
by Argentina, which bad organized
anti-Sandinist forces in

lntﬂaByArgmnnadxdmkethelead
ir supplying and directing the umits,
which number 2,000 to 4,000 men, dis-
persed in several camps along the Hon-
duras-Nicaragua border, according to
American officials. But Argentine
assistance waned after disputes devel-
oped between American and Argentine

Britain in its war with
ttna over the Falkland Islands, Admin-
istration officials said. :
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